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I-LYA

St. Marys Boat Club Welcomes New Members
Our members have faced many obstacles to sailing on Grand Lake St. Marys recently, primarily due to 
algae blooms.  This year there was the added challenge of a lower lake level that is causing some 
members to consider pulling their boat out before it drops any lower.  Even with these challenges SMBC 
members are committed to still having fun and fellowship at the Club and welcoming new members to the 
Club.  In the past month, the SMBC was happy to accept the application for membership from two families 
pictured below.  We welcome Kathy

New SMBC Members: (left) Tim and Kathy Miller and 
(right) Randy and Terri Browning and Cindy.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Shelby, Get Well Soon!
What a difference a day makes. I wasn't present for the first two therapy sessions today but I was there for the one at 
11:00am and 1:30pm. There wasn't a thing that they asked of Shelby that she couldn't do. Maybe not a lot of it, nor 
very graceful, but accomplished just the same. The one thing she did a lot of was up and down out of her wheelchair, 
at least 12 times that I witnessed, both in therapy and in her room for various reasons. She was assisted of course, 
but she did 95% of the work. She's also showing signs of being stubborn about wanting to try it herself, but that ain't 
gonna happen for a while...she's not stable enough yet.
 
Four other pluses, she ate pretty good today, no sign of nausea, her pain level is about half of what it was, and the 
mental fuzziness is about gone. After dinner tonight she began organizing her room and started ordering me 
around...so I figured it was time I got out of there.
 
This will be the last daily update you'll get unless there's a significant event or she's released to come home, so you 
can assume the corner has been turned and everything is progressing well. Thanks so much for your thoughts, 
prayers and best wishes. Keep them coming, she still has a LOT of work to do. I'd send you a picture or two of all this, 
but I'd probably get shot.
 
John  
 
P.S.  I'm betting she'll be home by the week of July 23rd.. Eh? 

Weekend of August 4 - August 6
This weekend will probably be cooler with some chance of rain but there is plenty to do this weekend.

Saturday, August 4 - 6:00pm.
Club Raft Out 
Due to low lake levels, check the chalkboard
for an update on this event.

Sunday, August 6

Monthly Rockpile Race  
Captains meeting - 10:30am       Race - 11:00am

All racers MUST carry water and stay hydrated!

Club Membership Meeting and Carry-In Dinner - 4:00pm

Don’t forget!

New
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MEMBER STORIES (CONT.)
FIFTY-FOUR YEARS OF MEMORIES

of
WILLIS & RUTH HENSCHEN

by
PC Jim Michael, SN

While watching Willis O. Henschen (Bill to me), AP receive his 50 Merit Mark awards during the April Meeting at the Casa Lu Al, I 
couldn’t help but think … 54 years membership in the Lima Power Squadron and 50 Merit Marks. WOW! As I looked around the 
room, there were members sitting there that weren’t even 50 years old. At the same time, I thought “someone should research 
this a little and uncover some of the events of those 54 years”. Then, in a very short period of time … I realized that “someone” 
was probably me.

So last Sunday, I was at the St. Mary’s Boat Club, politicking for our Vessel Safety 
Check Program and I had an opportunity to chat with Bill’s first mate Ruth. Well, with Ruth it was just like kicking over a bucket of 
water. Fifty four years of memories just dumped out and unbeknownst to her, I had my trusty pocket size tape recorder 
running on high speed. That conversation, along with a search of the United States Power Squadron’s Data Base 2000 and 
conversations with other Lima Power Squadron “old timers” resulted in the following:

It all began in 1958 when Bill and Ruth and two other couples wanted to go to Lake Erie fishing. Now, according to Bill, they 
wanted to get a little smarter before they headed to the ‘big water” but I suspect other voices stated “you guys ain’t going to  
Lake Erie until you know more about what the blank you’re doing”.

They had heard of a boating group of 19 men in Lima that had formed something they called the Lima Power Squadron. Now 
this was somewhat a mystery as they knew the only water in the Lima area, other than the two manmade reservoirs was the 
Ottawa River, or more commonly known in those days as “Hog Creek”. So, Bill decided to drive to Lima to take the 13 week 
Basic Piloting Course. At the same time, Ruth decided to come along. Ruth says she didn’t want him driving to Lima alone but 
there are also rumors that she wanted to make sure he completed the course and passed the exam before they headed to Lake 
Erie.

So they completed the Basic Piloting Course and on May 2, 1958, Bill joined the Lima Power Squadron and began his 
educational journey. It was Seamanship in 1959, Piloting and Advanced Piloting in 1960, Engine Maintenance in 1961, Marine 
Electronics in 1962, Weather and Educational Proficiency in 1965, Instructor Techniques 1966 and Sail in 1972. Bill was then 
acknowledged as a Life Member in 1966, having received 25 Merit Marks, and now, as Paul Harvey says, we know that was 
only “half the story” as he was on his way to the big 50. Although Ruth took all the same courses, at the time, the United States 
Power Squadrons did not accept women members so Ruth did not get a certificate until some time later. Had she been able to 
join when Bill did, we would probably be recognizing two 50 Merit Mark members tonight.

Bill and Ruth have been Mr. and Mrs. Power Squadron for many years and still are today. They were on the first Ohio River 
Cruise. In 1960, we travelled the 87 mile stretch from Cincinnati (MM 472) to Madison, Indiana (MM 559). We encountered our 
first “locking thru” with the 35’ drop in the Markland Lock. We all felt like we were seasoned travelers of the mighty Ohio. Due to 
a severe rain storm, we had to cut our trip short so we sort of “got our cruising feet wet” if you will as well as the rest of us and 
our boats. We all arrived back home safe but broke. Remember, gasoline was up to 27.9 cents per gallon and our “mussel boat” 
outboard motors only averaged 4.2 mpg at that time. Last year we travelled 530 miles on the Ohio River, got 2 mpg and gasoline 
was $4.279 per gallon. You figure the math as I don’t care to be reminded again. Phew! Back to Bill and Ruth, later they were 
with us on the Cincinnati to Frankfort, Kentucky cruise when one of our members sank their boat in the Kentucky River. That’s 
another story for some other time.

Those early day river and lake cruises were very interesting. The boats were all in the 16 to 18 foot range. No one stayed in a 
motel or hotel and most all meals was cooked on the dock. There are some interesting stories about living, cooking, sleeping, 
showers and the like in those days but, again, those are stories for another time. Those early day river and lake cruises were 
very interesting. The boats were all in the 16 to 18 foot range. No one stayed in a motel or hotel and most all meals was cooked 
on the dock. There are some interesting stories about living, cooking, sleeping, showers and the like in those days but, again, 
those are stories for another time.  
The Henschen’s didn’t spend all their time cruising with the Power Squadron. For ten years in July, they travelled with a 
Canadian couple on the Trent Severn, Thousand Islands, Ten Thousand Islands, the Rideau Lake and River and the St.
(cont. P. 4)
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MEMBER STORIES
Lawrence Seaway in Canada. Then other years, they would trailer to Ft. Myers, Florida (this was days before I-75), put their 
boats in, cross Lake Okeechobee (35 - 40 miles) by compass to the intercoastal waterway and on to Miami. I’ve crossed Lake 
Erie several times to Leamington, Ontario (about 35 miles) and I always said if I hit within 2 or 3 miles of Leamington, I had ran a 
good dead reckoning course. I encourage all of you to turn off your GPS and give it a try some time. JIC the electronics fail. 
Other Florida trips were trailering to Indiantown and cruising to Ft. Lauderdale or other Ports of Call.

In 1985 they decided to “dock their boat” and switch to a 1981 28’ diesel Airstream Motor Home. During the next 25 years, they 
travelled the United States participating in 28 Airstream Caravans. Even during these times “in dry dock”, it was not uncommon 
to see them just show up at your dock during the summer or attend one of the Change of Watch ceremonies if they were not 
away on one of their trips.

Bill and Ruth are steady supporters of the squadron. I’d venture to say that over the years they have graded more papers than 
anyone else. Then, when I am dong Vessel Safety Checks at the St. Mary’s Boat Club, you guessed it, Bill is right there directing 
me to the next vessel that is ready. Over the years, Basic Classes have been offered all over the state. i.e. Lima, Indian Lake, 
Grand Lake St.Marys, Ottawa, Bellefontaine, Springfield, and the list goes on and on. I would estimate Bill and Ruth have logged 
over 167,000 miles attending squadron meetings and functions.

Bill will be 92 in July and Ruth will be 88 in August.
 
Bill, you foxy old rascal, you robbed the cradle. Math is not one of my strong suites but that tells me you were 27 and she was 
only 23 when you swept her off her feet. They will be celebrating their 65th wedding anniversary in June of this year.

M/M Fred Wiswell, Ken Wilkins and Nick and Carolyn Dammeyer we thank you for joining us tonight and I’m sure Bill and Ruth 
will forever treasure your presence here this evening.

Note: We have two other 50 year members but no other 50 Merit Mark members.  Fred Evers and Paul Bassinger are also 50 
year members.  Then Dave Neth has received his 50th Merit Mark but he is no longer a member of Lima Power Squadron. He 
did, however, earn 35 of those Merit Marks while a member of Lima.

Here is Bruce Allen in his newst hat/helmut.  I know 
he thinks he is very sexy in this hat but why do you think 
Bruce is wearing this hat?  The best caption for this 
photo will receive a door prize.  Send your caption to 
Kate Anderson at trout@columbus.rr.com.

mailto:trout@columbus.rr.com
mailto:trout@columbus.rr.com
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SAILING
Commodore Myers Discusses Lake Levels and Boat Storage

The lake is currently at the lowest level since I became a member in 2001.  Long term members tell us of other years in the 
1990's when the water level dropped so low that boats had to be pulled out by the 4th of July.  If you watch the news, you know 
that the current drought is wide spread and lakes all over the Midwest are in trouble.  Several lakes in Indiana are closed, with 
docks and ramps already high and dry.

Some years ago, John McFann dressed up as an Indian chief and did a rain dance at the club at one of our parties.  We joked 
around the club over the last month that we might require his services again.  I don't remember the circumstances surrounding 
the rain dance but I know the lake level was higher than it is now!

I may have figured out another way to get lots of rain.  I had to do a major overhaul on my 1969 Yazoo Lawn tractor.  Three weeks 
ago I moved several pieced of equipment outside, some delicate, and some antique in order to get the space to work.  I hate to 
brag about this but in the last 48 hours my rain gauge says we received 3.8" of rain in KOKOMO, IN and 6.8" over the last 4 
weeks!  I now have several items that will need rust preventative attention but I got rain!

I got online this morning at the USGS site http://oh.usgs.gov  They have a monitoring station on the Chickasaw creek 2 miles 
upstream from Lake St. Mary's.  According to the site, the creek had basically no flow over the last 2 weeks but as of this morning 
it had a flow rate of 3.4 cubic feet per second.

I could not find a USGS rain gauge near St. Mary's but on a weather site I found a map showing rainfall totals and over Grand 
lake and south of the lake in the water shed was in the band of 2 to 4 inches, over the last week.  Areas North of the lake received 
less than 2 inches.

All of this is good news, however the lake is still evaporating over 2 inches per week.  The daily high temperature is expected to 
return to the high 90's for much of the next 6 weeks.  Thus the recent rain storms gained us a week or two at best from the 
inevitable.

Immediate Concern:  Boats less than 25" have a low enough free board that the deck is now below the bottom of the dock 
boards.  A wind storm like 3 weeks ago or a boat wake could cause the boat to go under the dock, either damaging stanchions or 
scraping on the steel post holding up the dock.  A spring line from the center of the boat on the opposite side from the dock back 
to the shore would help keep the boat away from the dock.   I am thinking of trying to drive 2X4's or 2X6's along side the dock, 
down into the mud to keep my boat out from under the dock.

Long Term Concern:  Boats with the deepest fixed keels and or boats that use trailers with bunk boards for support will start to 
be pulled out soon due to fear the water level will become too low to get the boat back on the trailer.   Because many folks have 
no place to take their boat until fall, we will have to allow them to store their boat in the back.  The short term space on the left 
side of the stone is intended for boat rigging/derigging so as soon as possible, boats need to be moved into the perimeter of the 
grass areas where we store trailers.  Much of this area is very soft after it rains.  The weight of a boat on the trailer will cause the 
wheels to sink if SMBC does get some rain.   If you plan to put your boat/trailer in the grass, in the back, please bring some type 
of boards/plywood squares to put under the wheels and tongue jack to spread the load.

The plan for boat storage is still evolving so please talk to Jim Hepp before you park your boat on the grass to get the latest 
update.

God's Speed, 
John Myers 
Commodore SMBC

NAUTICAL TERMS AND THEIR ORIGIN

Fly-by-Night - An easily set extra sail used temporarily when running before the wind (wind 
coming from behind). Has come to mean 'here today, gone tomorrow', or a less-than-stellar 
reputation.

http://oh.usgs.gov/
http://oh.usgs.gov/
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RACING NEWS

2012 SMBC RACING SCHEDULE

Regattas 

Commodoreʼs Cup Regatta - May 26-28, 2011 
! 1st Place - Bryan Retterbush
! 2nd Place - Don Haller
! 3rd Place - Brock Pitts

Firecracker Regatta – July 7 – July 9, 2011 
! 1st Place - Bryan Retterbush
! 2nd Place - Bruce Allen
! 3rd Place - Gary Brown
Labor Day Regatta - September 1-3, 2011 – Final Regatta
! Saturday, September 1, 11:00am - 2 Triangle Races
! Sunday, September 2, 11:00am - Rock Pile Race 
! ! Monday, September 3, 11:00am – Sail to Lunch

Note:  All Regatta Races will include a Captains Meeting at 10:00am with the race starting to 11:00am.  Activities in Red are fun activities for ALL members.

Monthly Rock Pile Series
The following dates are scheduled for the Monthly Rock Pile Series Races that are scheduled on the weekend of the SMBC 
monthly membership meeting. 

! Sunday, August 5, 11:00am - Monthly Rock Pile Series Race
! ! Saturday, August 31, 8:00pm –Blue Moon Midnight Sail
! ! Saturday, September 8, 11:00am – Ladies Cruise
! Sunday, September 9, 11:00am - Monthly Rock Pile Series Race
! ! Saturday, October 6, 11:00am – Gathering
! Sunday, October 7, 11:00am - Monthly Rock Pile Series Race - Final Race

Note:  All Monthly Rock Pile Races will include a Captains Meeting at 10:00am with the race starting to 11:00am
 
Thursday Night Series Races 
The following dates are scheduled for the Thursday Night Series Races by each month. 

! August 2, 9,16, 23 - Thursday Night Series Race
! September 6,13, 20, 27 - Thursday Night Series Race
! October 4 - Thursday Night Series Race – Final Race
 
Note:  All Thursday Night Series Races will include a Captains Meeting at 5:30pm with the race starting at 6:00pm. 

Racing is for the young at heart!  So get out to the races and feel younger!

Congratulations on 
two successful regatta!
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 Classifieds
St. Marys Boat Club

973 Edgewater Drive 
St. Marys, Ohio   45885 
Phone: 419-300-SMBC 
(7622) 
(Weekends) 
www.stmarysboatclub.com 

Club Officers
  
Commodore 
John Myers
765-753-0989  
jdmyers@watkinsowners.
com 
 
Vice Commodore 
Gary Brown
937-548-7497
sailgb00@yahoo.com 

Secretary 
George Weart
260-724-7170
gsweart@yahoo.com

Treasurer 
Brenda Kirk 
740-862-9214  
rbkirk@hughes.net 

Sail Fleet Captain 
Kate Anderson 
614-558-3105  
trout@columbus.rr.com 
 
Dock Master 
Dan Anthony
937-778-1489
taxmantroy@yahoo.com

Club Manager
Jim Hepp 
419-738-8237 
jmhepp@bright.net  
 

Board of Governors
 
Dan Schenking 
Rick Kirk 
Cindy Bergdall
Dan Anthony 
Bryan Retterbush 
Fran Schumacher 

Wind & Waves
Editor 
Kate Anderson  
245 E. Sycamore St. 
Columbus, OH 43206 
 614-558-3105  
trout@columbus.rr.com

http://www.facebook.com/
pages/St-Marys-Boat-
Club-Inc/
132548496795698

Stay up to date with 
SMBC on Facebook!

Facebook

Thank you to all who helped make 
this newsletter interesting!

Kate Anderson
trout@columbus.rr.com

FOR SALE 
REDUCED!! 1987 CATALINA 25

Trail-Rite C-25 Trailer, Yamaha FT9.9 EXJ, tiller pilot, Junction 
Box, Hand Programmer, Vector Display, Speed and Distance 
Display and Log, Depth-sounder, VHF Radio, Hull white with 

Red Stripe, Deck Two-tone, non-skid, Standard Height Rigging, 
All Cruising Equipped, Sail and Tiller Cover Blue, Traditional 
Interior, Pop Top (Never Used), Condition Good, Garaged 

Indoors in the Off-Season.
 ASKING $8900.00.

ED KOLACZKOWSKI            (419) 268-1538 

Sycamore Shores Boat Service
15312 Fox Ranch Road
Wapakoneta OH 45895

(419) 738-8237 Cell (419) 203-5452
 

Large selection of pre-owned & refurbished sailboats, ready 
for the water and used sails.

Outside space and large tarps for winter storage 
All kinds of new & used sailboat hardware and accessories

F O R   S A L E

1981 Capri Cyclone 13’ Sailboat - $400

It has a fiberglass hull and an LOA of 13 feet (length over all). 
The boat has a 4.11 inch beam. This sailboat is set up to sail as 
a Cat. The craft has 74 square feet of sail area. Displacement 

for the boat is 148 lbs..  A very fast boat! 
Includes trailer.  Actual boat is red.

Coleman Outfitter 15’ Canoe - $300

It’s green and has fixed seating.  It was used 
twice.  Has extras!

Inquiries, should call Kate at (614) 558-3105.

mailto:trout@columbus.rr.com
mailto:trout@columbus.rr.com
mailto:trout@columbus.rr.com

