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News from around the club: 

A new Column starts with this issue: “Looking Back in History”.  This 

month’s column is about the flood of 1972.  Besides the record setting 

flood the photos also show us how the club house and grounds have 

changed in 42 years.   

Check out the new furniture in our TV viewing area.  Erv Baltes has 

already taken a nap on it and found it very comfortable! 

Thanks to Bob Wilkins for replacing the ripped screen on the south 

club house door. 

Thanks to Bob and Donna Brenneman for manning a booth at the 

Governor's Cup Hydroplane Races to promote SMBC. 

Thanks to all the guys who helped “Fix” the kitchen stove oven. 

Thanks to guys who fixed the “Aerator” last Thursday. 

Need volunteers to man water station in front of SMBC Sept. 27th at 

7:00 AM for the Grand Lake Marathon.  More Info to come. 

Wind and Waves      

EXTRA!! EXTRA!! 

The lake level is the highest it has 

been this late in the season for  sev-

eral years.  Approximately 3.5’” flow-

ing over the spillway! 

Seawall caves in!!!! See pictures on 

page 2. 

Unusually cool summer makes for 

great sailing and patio lounging.  Sto-

ry on page 2. 

“PEDESTRIAN CROSSING” signs 

placed by Park Service in front of 

SMBC 

Elsie Lainhart visits the club, Story on 

page 7. 

Jay Schafer has to be rescued from 

lake in high winds Aug 31st, Story on 

page 7. 

Up Coming Events for SMBC 

• Club Races every Saturday morning at 10:00 am 

• September 1 Event– Sail to lunch 11:00 am 

• September 7 Rock pile race at 11:00 am 

• September 7 BOG meeting at 2:45 pm 

• September 7 General Membership meeting at 4:00 pm 

• September 27 Grand Lake Marathon 

• October 3  Oktoberfest  5 pm  meet at club and drive to fes-

tival for supper in Minster. 

• October 4  Group Sail  after morning races 

• Make sure to mark you calendars for the upcoming events. Come out and 

have a load of fun and fellowship with your SMBC members. 
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BREAKING NEWS!!!! 

Seawall cave 

in!!  The sea-

wall near the raft 

has broken 

loose from the 

wooden post it 

was bolted to.  

Brian Miller the 

park manager 

has called a 

contractor to re-

pair the dam-

age. 

We have all been enjoying the cool summer.  The photo below was taken mid afternoon on 

August 16th.  Note the light jackets being worn and even a blanket shared in order to stay 

warm on the patio!  It was a bright sunny day at  the time but cool on the shaded patio. 
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Notes from the August General Membership Meeting 

• Note:  These are just my notes, not a comprehensive set of minutes.  - The Editor 

• Dave Harmon was introduced as our guest.  Dave is a member currently serving in Afghanistan.  

Dave hopes to be back at the club next season. 

• The Board of Governors voted to make the following perspective members permanent:    Rich and 

Becca Deforde; Rick and Mary Jane Fellers; Richard Siebenthaler. 

• A new extension ladder has been purchased by the club and is in the shed. 

• A channel marker has been placed by the State Park at the entrance to the SMBC channel. 

• The South West Buoy that went missing was found on the East shore by Bob Brenneman and re-

trieved and reinstalled by Jim Hepp. 

• The new furniture for our TV viewing area has been delivered and put in place.  Note that the house 

rule of “NO EATING IN THE TV AREA “ was not being enforced in recent years with our old furni-

ture but now needs to be enforced with our nice furniture. 

• The state has put up pedestrian cross walk signs. 

• Furniture fund donations will be used to replace the cushions on the kitchen chairs. 

• The committee boat has new signage thanks to Brian Retterbush. 

• LIA Report:   

• Expanding Prairie Creek treatment train  from 1 million gallons per day to 3 million gallons per 

day.  Phosphorous levels at exit are 90% lower than the levels at the entrance.  Wetlands 

planned for Coldwater Creek and Chickasaw Creek. Currently dredging going on at Maple Creek 

and Little Chickasaw creek. 

•  The state park plans to install a “Splash Pad” , sort of a mini water park in the playground area 

at the camp ground. 

• Fish haven structures made from tree stumps wrapped with wire to be installed near Windy 

Point. 

• September 1st will be open season for Geese hunting. 

• Governor's Cup Hydroplane races on August 23 and 24th in Celina. 
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Tim and Kathy Miller took these photos of sailing when the water is FLAT! 
 

Sun Behind Bergdall’s Catalina 25  

Spinnaker  

Bryan Retterbush is towing John Bergdall on Sunfish.    

Bill Pence along with Bill and Ty Baumann on their 

O'day 23 is the boat on the right of photo.  

Note the reflections on the flat water. 
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From the Photo Archive:  Flood waters at SMBC in the spring of 1972 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The photo at upper left was taken standing in the center of the 

paved parking lot across the street and looking toward the high-

way.  Note you can see the farm house on the opposite side of 

the highway in the right corner.  There is no woods!   The contrap-

tion sitting in the parking lot on the left is a home made pile driver 

for driving dock pilings.  The large tree across the street is gone 

now. 

The boy on the sidewalk is Jon Wilkins, son of Bob and Joann.  

Note in both photos the field surrounding the club has only a few 

newly planted trees and is otherwise bare.  The pontoon along 

side the club was the committee boat before our current boat.  

Note, different front doors, no awnings, no wood posts along 

walkway, boat club name above windows.  The station wagon is 

Bob’s.  I like the portholes in the front doors of the club. 

In the two photos above, note the pipe hoist which was used 

before the crane was installed to lift small boats in/out of the 

water.  You can see the park office clearly but the Visitor’s Bu-

reau office had not been built yet.  Also you can see a crank 

protruding from the water to the right of the trash barrel.  The 

crank is for a submerged boat lift, all that can be seen is the hull 

guides sticking up out of the water. 

The photo at left is taken standing at the South East corner of 

the SMBC gravel parking lot, looking at the boat launch ramp.  

Note water flowing across the street and what looks like a pile of 

snow in the middle of the street near the ramp.  The blue hulled 

boat is parked about slip # 1 or #2.  The community center can 

be seen on the left edge of the photo and the park bathrooms 

about the center of the photo.  The causeway to the island is 

submerged.                            Photos provided by Bob Wilkins. 
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August 16th Racing Photos: 
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Around The Club 

Elsie Lainhart, Elsie’s daughter, and Don Kane 

dropped by the club and posed for a photo on the 

“Miss Elsie” Friday evening, August  22nd.  They 

were in town to attend the funeral viewing for the 

owner of  Behm’s landing who passed away. 

Donna Brenneman took this photo in the SMBC 

booth  at the Governor's Cup Hydroplane Races 

August 23rd. 

Don Kane turned up again!  This time he is trying 

to explain to the gentleman on my right why he 

should NOT join SMBC while Bob is trying to con-

vince him to join SMBC!  Note that Don and Bob 

have on matching SMBC shirts!  Don turned up 

again at Dock  Side Restaurant where several 

SMBC members  went for lunch on Monday Sept . 

1st. 

Jay and Ruth Schafer’s Jersey Girl lost her rudder 

and had to be  towed in by Committee Boat on 

Sunday August 31st in high winds.  It appears the 

bolt holding on the swing up rudder came loose.   

Peter Vandenberg also damaged his centerboard 

while motoring back from the race course on Satur-

day August 31st and is likely out for the season. 

 

John Bergdall missed the awards ceremony for the 

Commodore Cup race so Kate presented him with 

his flag at the awards ceremony for the Labor Day 

Regatta. 
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Labor Day Weekend Wrap-up 

There was good wind on Labor Day Weekend!   For Saturday’s Triangle races there was probably more 

wind than most of the participants wanted, but that made for fast races and three were held in a short 

time.  Then it was back to the Club for a nice free lunch.  In the evening we had the hors d’oeuvres party 

with so many delectable choices to chose from.  Late in 

the evening I went out with Brad Barton, Don Davis and 

Bob Brenneman on Cork for some rail down sailing.  

We sailed over to the Rock Pile to see the new replica 

for the Oil Derrick.  How embarrassing!  It is about the 

size of a 12 foot  step ladder.   

Sunday morning the club had a nice breakfast of scra-

bled eggs, sausage, biscuits and gravy at 8:00 for those 

souls able to get up that early.  There was a nice breeze 

for the start of the Rock Pile race but the wind abated 

as the race progressed making for a slow sail on the 

down wind leg back to the finish line.  Then back to the 

club for another great free lunch!  Afterwards Kate An-

derson presented Don Haller with the over all winners 

flag for the Labor Day Regatta at the awards ceremony 

on Sunday afternoon.  A torrential afternoon rain caught 

a few sailors out on the lake.  While it was raining hard 

at the Club, the Furst’s and Weri’s sailing on “Always 

Something” on the south side of the lake, dodged most of the storm. 

After supper  several boats went out to watch the sunset.   Those who stayed behind played games in the 

club or lounged on the patio.  Kate Anderson’s boat passed us going out as we came in after dark!  Mon-

day morning we were entertained by the launch and haul out of a catamaran in 18 mph winds owned by 

Bob Wilkins’s son.  Also we watched  the haul out of  Jay Schafer’s boat which had lost her rudder on 

Saturday.  The committee boat along with many hands were used to get the boat safely back on her trail-

er.  Special thanks to  Jon Bergdall for winching that big boat up on the trailer! 

The high winds caused folks to not want to sail to 

lunch so a group drove down to Dock Side (photo 

at right) for lunch.  With bright sunny skies and 18 

mph winds, folks slowly packed up and went 

home one by one.  I suppose my feelings were 

similar to others; I felt sadden that I had to go 

home and wished it did not have to end; but was 

happy that we had such a great weekend! 
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St. Mary’s Boat Club 

973 Edgewater Drive 

St. Marys, OH 45885 

419-300-SMBC (7622) 

(weekends) 

www.stmarysboatclub.com 
 

Club Officers 

Commodore -  Gary Brown 
937-548-7497 
sailgb00@yahoo.com 
 
Vice Commodore -  Dan Anthony 
937-778-1489 
taxmantroy@yahoo.com 
 
Secretary – Donna Brenneman 
567-510-5701 

db5253@live.com 

Treasurer - Kathy Miller 
937-654-2395 

kamdayton@gmail.com 

 

Sail Fleet Captain – Kate Anderson 
614-558-3105 
trout@columbus.rr.com 
 
Dock Master – Dan Anthony 
937-778-1489 
taxmantroy@yahoo.com 
 
Club Manager – Jim Hepp 
419-738-8237 
jmhepp@bright.net 

Board of Governors 

•Kathy Baltes 

•Brad Barton 

•Cindy Bergdall 

•Bob Brenneman 

•Dan Schenking 

•Peter vanden Berg 

WIND & WAVES Editor:   John Myers 

Email: jdmyers@watkinsowners.com 

PH: 765-480-7328 

If there is anything you would like to 

see in upcoming editions of Wind and 

Waves just let us know and we will 

work at getting it in for you. It is YOUR 

newsletter.  

Also if you have pictures you would 

like shared please feel free to forward 

them to the above e-mail address. 

Thank for your support. 

If you have something for sale and 

would like it featured on the Classifieds 

page please e-mail the information to 

me and I will get it in the next month’s 

edition.  

CLASSIFIEDS: 

 


