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News from around the club: 

Normally in this space I (the editor) would be describing 
spring cleanup day and the launching of the committee boat, 
as well as placing of our racing bouy’s.  Also I would be dis-
cussing our plans for Memorial Weekend and report on the 
May SMBC General Membership Meeting.  None of that hap-
pened this year.  Currently everything is up in the air due to 
the Covid-19 virus and state lock down.  

We have a tentative schedule of events but we are remiss to 
publish it until we have some idea when things get back to 
some form of normal.  

 Commodore Phil suggested that we have a contest  to see 
who can guess the date when the Shuffleboard Court was 
painted on the Club House floor.  Prize is a SMBC burgee.  
Submit your guess by the July SMBC  Membership Meeting. 

 

 

 

Wind and Waves      

Up Coming Events for SMBC  

 May 23-25 Memorial Day weekend 

 June 7th, 2020  First Membership Meeting of the 
new year! 

EXTRA!! EXTRA!! 

Phil Albertson wins the 2019 Me-
morial Tegethoff Award for out-
standing service. Photo on page 
3 
 
Bob Brenneman wins the 2019 
Silver Tounge Award.  Photo on 
page 3 
 
The weather man is predicting a 
nice warm Memorial Day week-
end.  So get those boats in the 
water! 
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Commodore’s Note: 

Once again a strange start to our season – last year a flood and this year a pandemic. If you are bibli-

cally minded I think next year we are visited by frogs or locusts or something like that. Still, the hardy 

SMBC team is ready for the 2020 season. After deciding to forego the April and May general member-

ship meetings, we hope to officially re-connect at the Sunday June 7 meeting. The club, grounds and 

marina are all open for use. Use your own discretion on how to use the facility but please respect what 

others may do given the lingering virus concerns. Lots of space out there, use it. At the meeting we’ll 

touch on the budget, intro new members and approve a few purchases.  

This year my thoughts are we concentrate more on activity, fun and relaxation than major projects. We 

got a ton done last year. As always upkeep an improvement ideas are forever, so pitch in when you 

can. I will be updating the task-card board with a few items to do as they come up. Anything new that 

you noticed or an idea either get it to me or put up a card. As always sometimes doing it and asking 

forgiveness later isn’t a bad thing. 

Some things we have done over the winter & spring: 

First winter storage program was a success and the unveilings are underway. 

Brian Retterbush has the new racing buoys ready to deploy 

Bob Wilkins rebuilt the Committee Boat steering console – can now be mounted securely and features 

a vintage binnacle and deluxe cupholders 

Brian also has worked some wonders on the bubbler and we’ll have it in the water in May hopefully 

Bill Pence, Bob Wilkins and my wife Sue got the heat/water on and the patio furniture out for sitting 

Reviewed our insurance, telecommunications and other services for cleaning etc through our BOG 

members 

Someone did a great job cleaning up the flower/shrub beds and the west side of the lawn and I don’t 

know who they are. Whoever is responsible THANKS 

Decided not to have Spectrum run cable to club since it would cost $30,000. 

Lastly, the key focus I think we should have this summer beyond the fun, social activity and relaxation 

is to look for ways to continue to improve our Club offerings and attract new members. We have a 

good start on this for new folks but it would be great to welcome even more, whether small craft peo-

ple, powerboat, sailboat or just people looking for a summer home base. Pass out our business cards, 

talk about the club. We’re the best kept secret on Grand Lake. Share it. 

 

Commodore Phil 
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Photos From Around The Club provided by Stephen Nudge 

 
Bob Wilkins stands beside the new 

console he built over the winter for 

the club’s committee boat.   

Phil Albertson Received the Teg-

ethoff Memorial Trophy for 2019 for 

outstanding service to the Club at 

the Christmas Party. 

Bob Brenneman received the Sil-

ver Tongue award for most out-

landish comment made at SMBC 

during 2019 during the Christ-

mas Party. 
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More Christmas Party Photos Taken By Stephen Nudge 
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Boat Maintenance Fails 

First Fail:   Last fall after a great season I pulled my boat and took it home.  My boat has an inboard 

engine, so I winterize it by having the engine suck up RV Antifreeze out of a bucket.  I have been 

doing this for 24 years.  This year the engine would not suck the antifreeze out of the bucket.  Some-

how, I managed to get through the season without the engine overheating but now the engine would 

not suck up the antifreeze and the overheating buzzer sounded.  When I dismantled the water 

pump, I found that there were only 2 of the 6 rubber impeller blades still attached!  The remaining 

blades were nicked, cracked and pretty beat up.   Confession:  Until the last couple of years I used 

to remove and check the water pump impeller every fall and every 2 or 3 years replace it with a new 

one even if the old one looked good.   But since we have been motoring less and only using the en-

gine to get in and out of the channel, I thought I could avoid the preventative maintenance for a cou-

ple of years.  I was just lucky that the engine did not overheat while we were out on the lake.   

Second Fail:   Down in Florida I have a Precision 23 with a 6 hp Tohatsu outboard.  A couple of 

weeks ago, Cindi and I were out sailing on a very windy day in Tampa Bay.  When we got back near 

the channel, I started the engine and we dropped the sails.  As we motored toward the channel, we 

were motoring directly into the wind.  The engine started speeding up and the boat went slower and 

slower.  At some point we stopped all forward motion so I quickly threw out the anchor.  I did not 

know what had happened.  I thought possibly the transmission had went out.  Fortunately I was able 

to call a friend who came out in his power boat and towed us back to the dock. 

A neighbor helped me remove and carry the outboard into my carport.  What I found was that the 

propeller has a bushing in its center that is splined to match the splines on the output shaft.  Be-

tween the bushing and the much larger center opening in the propeller is a rubber donut.  The pur-

pose of the donut is that if the propeller comes in contact with the bottom or some foreign object the 

rubber bushing allows the prop to slip and avoid damage.  Apparently after 11 years the rubber do-

nut deteriorated and began to slip when under heavy load.  I was able to get the prop repaired by a 

local shop in only 24 hours!  I decided to purchase a new prop for a spare and keep it on board in-

case that ever happened again.  I recommend that everyone check their rubber bushing and see if it 

has deteriorated.   I hope you can lean from my mistakes. 

John Myers 

 

Humorous Nautical Definitions: 

Chart:  1. A large piece of paper that is useful in protecting cabin and cockpit surfaces from 
food and beverage stains.  2. A common decorative motif on place mats.  3. A nautical map 
that assists the boatman in determining whether he is on water (blue on chart) or on land 
(yellow). 
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Random Odd images of sailboats: 

 

 

 

A man lives aboard this boat anchored 

in Terra Ceia Bay near where we live in 

Florida. 
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St. Mary’s Boat Club 

973 Edgewater Drive 
St. Marys, OH 45885 
419-300-SMBC (7622) 
(weekends) 

www.stmarysboatclub.com 
 

Club Officers 

Commodore—Phil Fuerst 
419-890-5259 
poohbear@bright.net  

 
Vice Commodore -  Jim Benson 
513-519-7729 
nosnebjim@gmail.com 
 
Secretary – Matt Dickey 
Dickey100@earthlink.net 
  

Treasurer -  Brandi Dickey 
740-357-9720 
Brandi.claar@gmail.com 
 

Sail Fleet Captain –  Doug Drury 
419-235-4867 
ddrury@woh.rr.com 
 
 
Dock Master – Jim Hepp 
419-203-5452 
jmhepp@bright.net 

 

  Social Chairwoman –  Open 
 
 
Board of Governors and Terms: 
 

  Irv Baltes   2018-2020 

  Bill Bauman  2018-2020 

  Brad Barton  2019-2021 

  Steve Nudge 2019-2021 

  Jane Davis  2020-2022 

  Jim Hepp   2020-2022 

 

 

 

WIND & WAVES Editor:   John Myers 

Email: jdmyers@watkinsowners.com 

PH: 765-480-7328 

If there is anything you would like to 

see in upcoming editions of Wind and 

Waves just let me know and I will work 

at getting it in for you. It is YOUR news-

letter.  

Also if you have pictures you would 

like shared please feel free to forward 

them to the above e-mail address. 

Thank for your support. 

If you have something for sale and 

would like it featured on the Classifieds 

page please e-mail the information to 

me and I will get it in the next month’s 

edition.  

CLASSIFIEDS: 
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